[Focal motor crises: a transitory ischemic attack?].
A 65-year-old man with hypertension and coronary artery disease presented with a history of 6 tonic fits of right upper limb and 2 clonic fits of the right side of the face with language suspension, each lasting for only 2 to 3 minutes. CT with contrast showed a right occipital low density area, a probable old infarct, and left carotid angiography showed an ulcerated cervical stenosis. Based on reported experimental data, it is suggested that these paroxysmal manifestations are related to transient ischemic attacks, are of epileptic nature and due to an ischemic mechanism.